
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Past simple 

I went to Salalah last summer holiday. 

Ahmed walked on the beach yesterday. 

Alexander Graham Bell invented the telephone in 1876. 

Christopher Columbus discovered America in 1492. 

My father died 20 years ago. 

Last night my mother cooked a delicious food. 

My brother saw a snake under his bed last Sunday. 

I played football last week. 

Hafsa travelled to France three months ago. 

Italy won the world cup in 2006. 
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a sudden action First continuous action 

when I saw Salim. I was driving to my village 

when I arrived. She was cooking dinner  

my mother called me. While I was studying, 

when the earthquake started. I was doing my homework 

someone stole his car. While Ali was sleeping, 

the computer suddenly went off. While I was writing the email, 

when we left the bus stop. Ahmed was waiting for the bus 
 

Short action (past simple) Long action (past continuous) 
  

  

 

Past continuous 

It was raining. 

She was wearing a blue dress in the party. 

The people were running to streets. 

The wind was blowing. 

 Something was happening in the past 

when another action happened Past continuous 

ongoing activities in the past 

A turtle was crossing 

the road  the road 

when a car  

crashed it. 

While Sam was  

swimming in the sea, 

a shark attacked 
 

him. 
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happened 
caught 

Were you smoking? 
were you doing? said 

saw 
answered asked 

came 
was sitting 

I was cleaning my room when I found a coin. 

While I was watching TV, my mother called me. 

I was walking on the beach when I met my uncle. 

I was playing football when I broke my leg. 

While I was peeling an apple, I cut my finger. 
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close friend 
old friend 
circle of friends 

make friends 
lifelong friend 

fair-weather friend 

mutual friend 

My parents were drinking coffee when I left home. 

While I was having my dinner, I bit my tongue.  

I was walking to school when I met my uncle. 

While I was doing my homework, my friend rang the door bell. 

I was watching TV when there was a power cut. 
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