1- SPEAKING: In pairs, discuss the question.
What do you think would happen i1f we could talk

to animals?

_d‘j&” uiﬂ\_a cc\jji éﬁ
?U_\U\ﬁaj\ &= LA )l asa 450 i g;'ﬂ\ L

Suggested answers:

If we could talk to animals, we could understand
them , learn all about their world and help them.
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2- CRITICAL THINKING: Read the article and
study Active Reading. What opinions about
communication does the author express?
How far do you agree with him?
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Suggested answers:

She proved that communication with and between
animals 1s not limited. Moreover, there 1s a strong
possibility that animals can understand what is



wanted. In addition, Animals have many ways of
communication between each other.
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3- Read the article again and choose the
correct answers.
1 According to the author, how did Jane get the
chimpanzees to trust her?

a. She talked to them.

b. She was relaxed with them.

c. They did not know she was there.

2 What were the two most important
discoveries that Jane made?
a. The chimpanzees could talk and make
tools.
b.The chimpanzees had fights and
disciplined their children.
c. The chimpanzees could use tools and
communicate using sign language.

3 What does the author believe might happen if
humans could talk to animals?



a. We would change our minds about how
animals communicate.

b. We might learn to communicate like
whales and elephants.

c. They might teach us important lessons.

4- Match the highlighted phrasal verbs from
the article with their definitions below.

1. to receive sounds, phone signals, etc. pick
up

2. to cause something to happen bring about
3. to tell someone something you think they
don’t know point out

4. to see something with difficulty make out

5. to destroy something completely wipe out

6. to successfully communicate a message/ an
idea get across

7. 1o explain something very clearly spell out
8. to meet or find something or someone come
across

9. to solve or understand something 10 to
understand and remember something you are
told figure out

10. to understand and remember something
you are told take in



5- Complete the sentences with the phrasal
verbs from the article, in the correct form.
1. | was embarrassed when he pointed out that
| had made some basic spelling mistakes.

2. It was cloudy, but he could still the make
out distant star.

3. | came across an interesting article about
space exploration the other day.

4. Technology has brought about many
changes in the way we live.

5. My science teacher is very good at getting
across difficult ideas so that we always

6. It took me ages to exactly how to figure

out use the telescope.

7. You don’t understand? Do | have to spell
out what | mean?

8. We couldn’t use our mobile phones in the
desert, but started to pick up signals when we
went into the mountains.

6 SPEAKING In small groups, ask and
answer the question.
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If you could communicate with
animals, which animal would you
like to talk to most? Why?
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1. Read the article quickly and look at the
photos. Tick the ones which contain the
objects mentioned in the text and write their
names.

A. The Rosetta Stone, hieroglyphics

B. Rongorongo, the Voynich

C Manuscrlpt the Tartarlan Tablets
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The Rosetta Stone 1s nothing much to look at.
Nevertheless, visitors to the British Museum flow
endlessly past the piece of rock, despite being unable
to make out what is written on it. If they could, they
might be disappointed to discover that it 1s a kind of
tax document. However, as the museum guides
explain, the Rosetta Stone 1s the star of an incredible
story about figuring out how to communicate with the
past.
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The tale begins over 2000 years ago in Egypt.
When Pharaoh Ptolemy V died, his six-year-old
son became the ruler. This was the start of years
of chaos as rival groups tried to influence him.
Eventually, the boy-pharaoh grew up o and, with
the assistance of powerful priests, he took
control. In 196 BCE, like all the other pharaohs
before him, he wished to announce to the world
the importance of his role. The Rosetta Stone is




one of 18 stones that were put in temples around
Egypt; their purpose was both to point this
message and to bring into law some very
generous tax breaks for priests. The stone is of
particular historical importance because the
'memo’ it contains is written in three languages:
Greek, an Egyptian language called Demoaotic,
and hieroglyphics like those found on tombs
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The Rosetta Stone remained in Egypt for 2000
years. Then in 1801, it was captured by the
British Army and taken to London. There,
academics tried to figure out what was written on
it, but nobody could understand the




hieroglyphics. That was, until a researcher
named Thomas Young came across a group of
symbols that spelled the name 'Ptolemy His work
was continued by Jean-Francois Champollion
who finally figured out how to read the mysterious
text in 1882. Young and Champollion's work
allowed us to work out exactly what is written on
all the great objects and monuments of Egypt.
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However, despite the best efforts of linguists and
code breakers, a number of unexplained
manuscripts and mysterious languages have
proved unsolvable. A notable example is
Rongorongo, which scholars believe may be a
written language from Easter Island. It was found
In the 19th century on various wooden objects



and is made up of symbols showing animals
humans and plants. There have been many
attempts to work out what meaning it conveys.
This suggested that it may be related to the
cycles of the moon. It is also possible that
Rongorongo is not written text at all, but is in fact
an early kind of memory aid or even simply
decoration.
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Then there's the beautiful Voynich Manuscript, a
book which has been dated to the early 15
century. It is thought to be written in a European
language-though not a familiar one-and contains
strange pictures of plants and animals. Some



researchers have suggested it is a fake and
others a guide to medieval medicine, because it
remains so mysterious, it has inspired many
contemporary films and books.
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Finally, according to some estimates, the Tartaria
Tablets, which were unearthed in Romania in
1961, are over 7000 years old. This would make
the symbols on these small round discs the
earliest known form of writing. As with many
messages from the past, opinions differ and even
the experts can be sure of almost nothing. One
day, someone will almost certainly spell out what
these strange messages mean, and where a
mystery remains, investigation will surely
continue.
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2. Read the article again and choose the
correct answers.

1. How can the author's opinion of the Rosetta
Stone best be summarised?
a. it is popularity as a museum exhibit is
difficult to explain.
b. it is far more significant than it looks.
c. It is a disappointment for most museum
visitors
d. It is a dull administrative document

2. Which is true about the Rosetta Stone?
a. It was made for a child ruler.
b. it was the only one of its kind.
c. Its sole aim was to announce the
importance of the pharaoh.
d. it contains a multilingual message.

3. What did Thomas Young manage to do?
a. understand some symbols
b. spell Ptolemy
c. read the Rosetta Stone
d. understand some tax breaks




4. What does the author say about
Rongorongo?

a. It may not actually be writing.

b. it is a kind of calendar.

c. It is a kind of decoration

d. it tells stories of the natural world

5. Which object does the author say has
become a part of popular culture?

a. the Rosetta Stone

b. the Rongorongo carvings

c. the Voynich Manuscript

d. the Tartaria Tablets Ziout

6. What does the author believe about
mysterious texts from the past?
a. There are some texts we will never be
able to work out
b. We should only try to understand written
languages, not symbols
c. It's impossible for experts to agree about
any texts from the past
d. we'll always try to make sense of them.



